
in the 


House ot Commons 
1932 


Extracts from Revised Hansard ’ 

Compiled by J. S. Woodsworth 


COPIES MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE PUBLISHERS. 
P.O. BOX 395, OTTAWA, AT 5C EACH POSTPAID. 
QUANTITY PRICES ON APPLICATION. 











Socialism in the House of Commons 

(Compiler’s Note: 

Socialism is fast becoming a practical matter in the 
House of Commons. This is clearly shown by the fol¬ 
lowing extracts from Hansard, 1932 (Revised). Certain 
striking portions are emphasized; otherwise the extracts 
speak for themselves.) 

In introducing a bill for the nationalization 
of radio, the Prime Minister spoke of the discrim¬ 
ination against the more sparsely populated areas 
which would result from the private ownership 
of radio. In this connection he said: 

“No other scheme than that of public ownership can en¬ 
sure to the people of this country, WITHOUT REGARD 
TO CLASS OR PLACE, equal enjoyment of the benefits 
and pleasures of radio broadcasting.” 

(Hansard, p. 2035) 

* * * 

He continued: 

“I believe that there is no government in Canada that 
does not regret to-day that it has parted with some of 
these natural resources for considerations wholly inade¬ 
quate and on terms that do not reflect THE PRINCIPLE 
UNDER WHICH THE CROWN HOLDS THE NA¬ 
TURAL RESOURCES IN TRUST FOR ALL THE 
PEOPLE. In view of these circumstances and of the fur¬ 
ther fact that broadcasting is a science that is only yet 
in its infancy and about which we know little yet, I can 
not think that any government would be warranted in 
LEAVING THE AIR TO PRIVATE EXPLOITATION 
and not reserving it for development for the use of the 
people.” 

(Hansard, p. 3036) 

* * * 

Mr. W. G. Weir, a Liberal from Manitoba, in 
dealing with the forced closing of the Manitoba 
Savings Office, said: 

“I ask the House who is the Government of this country 
and whether or not they feel comfortable under a finan¬ 
cial system WHEREBY OUR BANKING INSTITU- 
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TIONS CAN DICTATE THE POLICIES OF OUR 
GOVERNMENTS.” 

(Hansard p. 2234) 

# * * 


Dr. J. P. Howden, another Liberal from Man¬ 
itoba, introduced the following motion, designed to 
promote “a measure of public medicine:” 


That, in the opinion of this House, the Government 
should take immediate consideration of steps which would: 
(a) “provide for periodic medical examination of the Can¬ 
adian people; (6) afford medical relief for those suffering 
from disease.” 

(Hansard, p. 1326) 


* 


-* 


Mr. M. N. Campbell, Independent Farmer from 
Saskatchewan, urged the nationalization of the 
radium deposits in the Great Bear lake district. 
He referred to the statement made by Mr. Bennett 
in introducing the bill for the nationalization of 
radio in these terms: 


“He (Mr. Bennett) stated that the air, which is one 
of our natural resources, was now to be preserved to the 
people of Canada. If'that principle is sound with respect 
to the air as a natural resource, I say that IT IS DOUBLY 
TRUE WITH RESPECT TO SOMETHING THAT IS 
NEEDED TO PRESERVE HUMAN LIFE—the use of 


adium. . . . 

(Hansard, p. 3276) 


N.B. If it is advisable to nationalize RADIO, 
why not RADI-UM? 

-X- -x- * 

Hon. W. D. Euler, minister in the late Liberal 
administration, made the following rather remark¬ 
able pronouncement: 

“Let us imagine that that machine is a black slave. 
From year to year the energies of that slave would deter¬ 
iorate, and after a period of ten years he might not be able 
to labour for his master. If the master is wise he will 
set aside an amount for depreciation so that at the end 
of a ten-year period the slave is paid for. Then the rather 
striking interrogation presents itself: If that can be done 
for a black slave, why should it not be done for a white 
working man? Is that not a fair question? I advance 
the suggestion that FROM THE PROFITS OF INDUS- 
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TRY MADE DURING PROSPEROUS YEARS 
SHOULD BE SET ASIDE A RESERVE FROM SUR¬ 
PLUS GAINS AGAINST A TIME WHEN THERE 
MAY BE UNEMPLOYMENT. SUCH A FUND 
MIGHT WELL BE USED FOR THE RELIEF OF THE 
UNEMPLOYED. I fully expect the criticism that busi¬ 
ness cannot stand an extra charge when it is in competi¬ 
tion with other countries. As a partial answer I submit 
that it would be no harder for business concerns to lay 
aside a certain amount in prosperous years than to contri¬ 
bute heavy taxes for the relief of the unemployed. . . . ” 

“Remaining an individualist, I am not particularly 
afraid of the word “socialism.” FOR, A GOOD MANY 
YEARS CANADIANS HAVE IN MANY WAYS BEEN 
SOCIALISTS, AND PERHAPS TO SOME EXTENT 
COMMUNISTS. We live in communities; we have com¬ 
munity schools; we have community enterprises of various 
kinds. In some of our towns and cities, and especially 
throughout the province of Ontario, we find all our public 
utilities under public ownership. As I have said, however, 
I am still an individualist, but go so far as to say I BE¬ 
LIEVE THE GREAT PUBLIC SERVICES OF THE 
COUNTRY, UPON WHICH THE PROSPERITY, CON¬ 
VENIENCE AND HAPPINESS OF NEARLY ALL 
THE PEOPLE DEPEND, SHOULD BE UNDER THE 
CONTROL OF THE PUBLIC. ...” 

“I do believe, however, that unless we modify our 
system and gradually bring about some changes, we stand 
in danger of changes coming through violent means and in 
ways we would not desire. I would say that IN A LAND 
OF PLENTY SUCH AS CANADA THERE SHOULD 
BE NO WANT AND NO DISTRESS. If it be true— 
and no doubt it is—that there is plenty for everyone, yet 
some are suffering want and privation, it must follow 
that SOME PEOPLE HAVE MORE THAN THEY 
OUGHT TO HAVE, WHILE OTHERS HAVE LESS 
THAN THEY NEED. I am led to repeat what my hon. 
friends in the corner of the House have said, and with 
which I absolutely agree, that THERE IS NOT A PRO¬ 
PER DISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH, AND THAT 
WORKMEN ARE NOT GETTING THE FULL SHARE 
TO WHICH AS A RESULT OF THEIR LABOURS 
THEY ARE ENTITLED. 
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From time to time we have heard that machinery has 
been the cause of unemployment. Some people have sug¬ 
gested that at least to some extent we should do away with 
the operation of machinery.I do not believe in that policy; 
on the contrary, I believe in the full development of ma¬ 
chinery so that it may be a real labour-saving factor. 
LET LABOUR RECEIVE FAIR ADVANTAGE FROM 
THE INVENTIONS OF LABOUR-SAVING MA¬ 
CHINERY.” 

(Hansard, pp. 1372, 1373) 

# * * 

Mr. Mitchell Hepburn, leader of the Liberals in 
the Ontario legislature, asserted in the same de¬ 
bate: 

“That is what is wrong to-day in Canada, namely, lack 
of purchasing power; it is the root of all our trouble. 
THE MASSES ARE BEING THOROUGHLY EX¬ 
PLOITED. We know this condition cannot continue to 
exist.” 

(Hansard, p. 1489) 


Mr. A. A. Heaps, Labour member from Win¬ 
nipeg, introduced a resolution providing for a ' 
reduction in the hours of labour to increase employ¬ 
ment and purchasing power. Asserting that 
“there is only one cure for unemployment, that is 
to provide work,” Mr. Heaps advocated the adop¬ 
tion of the six-hour day with no decrease in wages. 

Mr. John Vallanee, a Liberal from Saskatchewan, 
said, in speaking to the motion: 

“In my opinion the trouble with capital is that the 
capitalists are demanding too much of the benefit that 
has been derived from the machine age. . . . The trouble 
is that Labour has not been getting that amount which 
will enable it to buy back that which it has created.” 

(Hansard, p. 196) 

* * # 

Mr. Alfred Speakman, a member of the U.F.A., 
introduced the following motion looking toward the 
establishment of a National Council of Social and 
Economic Research: 

“Whereas the problem of production has been large¬ 
ly solved, assisted greatly by the application of scientific 
methods and the results of organized technical research; 
and Whereas the federal government has contributed to 
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that end by the establishment of the National Council 
of Scientific Research, and by the financial assistance 
given to that body; and Whereas THE PROBLEM OF 
DISTRIBUTION, WITH THE KINDRED QUES¬ 
TIONS OF PURCHASING POWER AND THE EX¬ 
CHANGE VALUES OF AGRICULTURAL AND 
OTHER COMMODITIES, TOGETHER WITH THEIR 
RELATION TO THE GROWING PROBLEM OF UN¬ 
EMPLOYMENT, ARE STILL UNSOLVED, AND 
THEY DEMAND IMMEDIATE ATTENTION WITH 
SYSTEMATIZED INVESTIGATION AND SCIEN¬ 
TIFIC STUDY; and Whereas this can best be done at 
the instance of the state and by men of scientific training 
enabled to devote their entire time and attention to the 
study of this important subject; 

“Therefore be it resolved that, in the opinion of this 
House, the Government should give immediate consider¬ 
ation to the establishment and maintenance of some or¬ 
ganized body for this purpose, which body might be 
known as the National Council of Social and Economic 
Research.” 

(Hansard, p. 93) 

* * * 

In supporting the resolution, Mr. Woodsworth 
referred to the planned economy of Russia. He 
explained: 

“I trust the House and especially the proposer of the 
motion will pardon me for introducing Russia; for I know 
the member for Red Deer has no idea in introducing the 
Russian system into this country. I take this opportunity 
of interjecting these remarks because Russia is the out¬ 
standing example of a nation with a planned economy. 

. . . They have a planned economy and they may not be 
able to complete the five-year plan, but what of it? If 
they do not do it in five years, they may do it in six; if 
they do not do it in six years, they may do it in seven. 
THE VITAL THING IS THAT THEY HAVE A PLAN 
AHEAD OF THEM, they are working towards that plan 
and they are enthusiastic about it. . . . 

What I desire to emphasize is that, while the standard 
of living in Russia may be low, so far as I can ascertain 
it is on the upgrade, while, as I see it in Europe, and in¬ 
deed in almost every country I visited, and certainly in 
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Canada, instead of our standards of living rising, they 
are falling. That is the significant point. Although in 
Russia the standards of living for the moment are lower 
than ours, I think they are on the upgrade and that is the 
most challenging thing about the situation. . . . 

Probably our people would not be content to live on 
as low a standard as the Russians have done, but in the 
meantime this has enabled those people to build up very 
rapidly a productive machine. It took us one hundred 
years or more to build up our machine. We were told 
by all the classical economists in the old days that we 
could not have accomplished what capitalism has achieved 
without the incentive of private gain; that is, had not 
the big owners been able to save and salt down a great 
deal of what was produced, and put this surplus into new 
enterprises, . . . Russia, it seems to me, has shown that that 
position is untenable. Under the communist system, it 
has been possible for them to build up their capital equip¬ 
ment at the same time as they were, to a certain extent 
at least, raising the standard of living of their people.” 

(Hansard, pp. 114, 118, 119, 1201 

* # 

As its distinctive and definite contribution toward 
a solution, the Labour group proposed the estab¬ 
lishment of a Co-operative Commonwealth. Intro¬ 
duced by Mr. W'oodsworth, the motion read: 

“Whereas under our present economic arrangements 
large numbers of our people are unemployed and without 
the means of earning a livelihood for themselves and their 
dependents; And whereas the prevalence of the present 
depression throughout the world indicates fundamental 
defects in the existing economic system; Be it therefore 
resolved: that, in the opinion of this House, the Govern¬ 
ment should immediately take measures looking to the 
SETTING UP OF A ‘ CO-OPERATIVE COMMON¬ 
WEALTH IN WHICH ALL NATURAL RESOURCES 
AND THE SOCIALLY-NECESSARY MACHINERY 
OF PRODUCTION WILL BE USED IN THE INTER¬ 
ESTS OF THE PEOPLE AND NOT FOR THE BENE¬ 
FIT OF THE FEW.” 

(Hansard, p. 726.) 

* * * 

In speaking to the motion, Mr. Woodsworth 
quoted from various sources to show that there 
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was a growing realization of the need for a new 
social order. One of these quotations was from the 
encyclical of Pope Pius XI, and reads, in part, as 
follows: 

“The immense number of property less wage-earners 
on the one hand, and the superabundant riches of the for¬ 
tunate few on the other, is an unanswerable argument that 
THE EARTHLY GOODS SO ABUNDANTLY PRO¬ 
DUCED ARE FAR FROM RIGHTLY DISTRIBUTED 
AND EQUITABLY SHARED AMONG THE VARIOUS 
CLASSES OF MEN. ... In the first place, then, it is 
patent that in our days NOT ALONE IS WEALTH AC¬ 
CUMULATED, BUT IMMENSE POWER AND DES¬ 
POTIC ECONOMIC DOMINATION IS CONCERTED 
IN THE HANDS OF A FEW, and that those few are 
frequently not the owners, but only the trustees and direc¬ 
tors of invested funds, who administer them at their 
good pleasure. . . . ” 

(Hansard, p. 729) 


A second quotation came from the Alberta 
Conference of the United Church of Canada and 
reads in part as follows: 

“We believe that, in harmony with the teachings of 
Jesus, we should proceed as rapidly as possible to THE 
CREATION OF AN ORDER BASED ON CO-OPER¬ 
ATION AND SERVICE, WHICH WOULD DISPLACE 
THE PRESENT COMPETITIVE, ACQUISITIVE SO¬ 
CIAL ORDER. . . . 

“The present system has now been under trial for a 
sufficient period to lend itself to fair criticism, and the 
present unhappy condition of overproduction, undercon¬ 
sumption, unemployment and attendant uncertainties, 
is its condemnation.” 

(Hansard, p. 730) 


The United Farmers of Manitoba, meeting in 
convention in Brandon in November, 1931, passed 
the following resolution: 

“That, in the opinion of the United Farmers of Man¬ 
itoba, the present economic crisis is due to the INHER¬ 
ENT CONTROL OF PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBU¬ 
TION that involves the payment of rent, interest and 
profit; WE RECOGNIZE THAT SOCIAL OWNER- 
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SHIP AND CO-OPERATIVE PRODUCTION FOR 
USE, IS THE ONLY SOUND ECONOMIC SYSTEM.” 

“Resolved: that, with a view to security of land tenure, 
this annual convention of the United. Farmers of Mani¬ 
toba adopt the principle of NATIONALIZATION OF 
LAND.” 

(Hansard, p. 730) 

* * * 

Mr. Angus Maclnnis, Labour member from 
Vancouver, showed that, at the present time, the 
position of the farmer is practically the same as 
that of the industrial worker. He said: 

“With the increasing use of machinery in agriculture, 
the position of the farmer is becoming more and more ana¬ 
logous to that of the industrial wage-earner. Because of 
his seeming ownership of the land and the equipment 
with which he works it; also for the reason, I presume, 
that on occasions he engaged hired help, the farmer for 
a long time was under the delusion that he was a man of 
property; his exploitation by the real owning-class was 
not so apparent to him as it was to his fellow-worker, the 
industrial wage-worker. The wage-worker sells his la¬ 
bour-power direct to the employer by the day, hour, week 
or month, as the case may be, at its market value. The 
product he produces belongs to the man or corporation 
employing him, or purchasing his labour-power. The 
labour power of the farmer is used in the production of 
the various commodities he produces, varying with the 
nature of the farming operations he carries on, such as 
the raising of wheat, fruit, cattle,, poultry, etc., and these 
products he tries to dispose of in the market, A MARKET, 
MARK YOU, OVER WHICH HE HAS NO CONTROL 
IN FACT THE FARMER HAS NO VOICE WHAT¬ 
EVER IN SETTING THE PRICE OF WHAT HE 
BUYS OR IN SETTING THE PRICE OF WHAT HE 
HAS TO SELL. It is true that in the last few years, 
through co-operative pools and other agencies, the farmer 
has imitated his brother in the industrial cities, but not 
with any great success. When he takes his products to 
market, he asks the buyer: What will you give me for it? 
When he comes to buy he asks the seller: What are you 
asking for it? HE IS AT THE MERCY OF A WORLD- 
MARKET, AND THE SURPLUS VALUES THAT HE 
PRODUCES GO JUST AS SURELY AND JUST AS 
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COMPLETELY TO THOSE WHO LIVE BY RENT, 
INTEREST AND PROFIT, AS DO THE PRODUCTS 
OF THE WAGE-WORKER WHICH HE, — THE 
WAGE-WORKER — LEAVES IN THE FACTORY 
WHEN THE WHISTLE BLOWS AT FIVE O'CLOCK.’’ 

(Hansard, p. 740, 741) 


Mr. Bennett, under the impression that he had dis¬ 
covered a subtle plot on the part of the Liberals 
to capture the votes of the radicals, read the mani¬ 
festo of the League for Social Reconstruction. The 
preamble runs: 

The League for Social Reconstruction is AN ASSO¬ 
CIATION OF MEN AND WOMEN WHO ARE WORK¬ 
ING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT IN CANADA OF 
A SOCIAL ORDER IN WHICH THE BASIC PRIN¬ 
CIPLE REGULATING PRODUCTION, DISTRIBU¬ 
TION AND SERVICE WILL BE THE COMMON 
GOOD RATHER THAN PRIVATE PROFIT. 

The present capitalist system has shown itself unjust 
and inhuman, economically wasteful, and a standing 
threat to peace and democratic government. Over the 
whole world it has led to a struggle for raw materials 
and markets and to a consequent international competi¬ 
tion in armaments which were among the main causes of 
the last great war and which constantly threaten to bring 
on new wars. In the advanced industrial countries it has 
led to the concentration of wealth in the hands of a small 
irresponsible minority of bankers and industrialists, 
WHOSE ECONOMIC POWER CONSTANTLY 
THREATENS TO NULLIFY OUR POLITICAL DE¬ 
MOCRACY. 

The result in Canada is a society in which the interests 
of farmers and of wage and salaried workers—the great 
majority of our population—are habitually sacrificed to 
those of this small minority. Despite our abundant nat¬ 
ural resources the mass of the people have not been freed 
from poverty and insecurity. Unregulated competitive 
production condemns them to alternate periods of feverish 
prosperity, in which the main benefits go to speculators 
and profiteers, and of catastrophic depression, in which 
the common man’s normal state of insecurity and hardship 
is accentuated. 
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We are convinced that these evils are inherent in any 
svstem IN WHICH PRIVATE PROFIT IS THE MAIN 
STIMULUS TO ECONOMIC EFFORT. WE THERE¬ 
FORE LOOK TO THE ESTABLISHMENT IN CANA¬ 
DA OF A NEW SOCIAL ORDER WHICH WILL SUB¬ 
STITUTE A PLANNED AND SOCIALIZED ECON¬ 
OMY FOR THE EXISTING CHAOTIC INDIVID- 
ALISM, AND WHICH, BY ACHIEVING AN 
APPROXIMATE ECONOMIC EQUALITY AMONG 
ALL MEN IN PLACE OF THE PRESENT GLARING 
INEQUALITIES, WILL ELIMINATE THE DOMIN¬ 
ATION OF ONE CLASS BY ANOTHER.” 

(Hansard, p. 2404, 2405) 

* * 

The following day, Mr. Woodsworth, the Honor¬ 
ary President of the L.S.R. took the opportunity of 
expounding its platform. A few of his comments 
are as follows: 

“It does seem to some of us in this House, as to a 
great many people outside the House, that we are ap¬ 
proaching a time when the profit motive in industry will 
have to be replaced by something else. . . . We take it 
THE PRESENT SYSTEM IS SHOWING ITS BANK¬ 
RUPTCY through the unemployment, the seeming over¬ 
production and general stagnation prevailing at the pre¬ 
sent time. 

‘T know that this subject is not considered to be of 
vital interest by a great many men in the House, 
although I venture to say that, wdthin the next twelve 
months, a great many more hon. members, as well as 
people outside the House, will be giving more careful 
consideration to the fundamental ideas outlined in the 
statement I have just been reading.” 

(Hansard, pp. 2421, 2422) 

# -2f 

The co-operating groups introduced and voted 
unanimously in favor of the following sub-amend¬ 
ment to the budget: 

“Whereas in Canada there exists an ample supply of 
natural resources to provide for all primary needs, and 

Whereas we have developed an efficient industrial ma¬ 
chine capable of producing more than sufficient of the 
requirements of our people; and 
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Whereas, noth withstanding this, our external and in¬ 
ternal debts are increasing enormously, large numbers 
of our citizens are in dire need and exist through govern¬ 
mental and charitable relief, and a large proportion are 
faced with declining purchasing power involving a low¬ 
ered standard of living; and, 

Whereas it is therefore necessarv that Parliament take 
the initiative in the TASK OF ‘ RECONSTRUCTING 
NATIONAL PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION 
WITH A VIEW TO THE WIDEST POSSIBLE USE 
OF COMMODITIES ON A BASIS OF HUMAN 
NEEDS; and 

Whereas the control of finance is a basic element in 
such reconstruction, affecting as it does industrial plant 
establishment and development, the distribution of goods 
and services; 

Therefore be it resolved: that in the opinion of this 
House, as a first step towards general economic recon¬ 
struction, our financial system should be nationalized, 
and provision be made to issue immediately sufficient 
money to bring the value of the dollar as speedily as 
possible to that point at which the major portion of our 
debts were incurred during the war; stabilize the dollar . 
at this point internally, and thereafter manage credit 
and currency issue to secure and maintain a stable price 
level in Canada.” 

(Hansard, p. 1935) 

-k- 

In introducing the motion, Mr. Robert Gardiner 
spoke, in part, as follows: 

“Very few countries on the face of the globe have to¬ 
day such a wonderful and varied heritage in natural re¬ 
sources as we have in Canada. It is true we lack some 
that we need, but on the whole we have a tremendous 
number which can be used to provide all our staple ne¬ 
cessaries of life. That being so, the people of Canada 
are in a very happy position if only we have the intel¬ 
ligence to make proper use of those natural resources. 
Furthermore we have in this country, in proportion to 
population, AN INDUSTRIAL PLANT SECOND TO 
NONE IN THE WORLD. It is true that in other coun¬ 
tries there may be industrial plants that are larger, but 
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for the immediate needs of the Canadian people WE 
HAVE MORE THAN SUFFICIENT OF PLANT AND 
EQUIPMENT TO UTILIZE ONR NATURAL RE¬ 
SOURCES SO THAT EVERY MAN, WOMAN AND 
CHILD MAY BE MADE COMFORTABLE BY BE¬ 
ING PROVIDED WITH ALL NECESSARY FOOD. 
CLOTHING AND SHELTER, Given these two im¬ 
portant factors, why is it that to-day hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of our people are on the verge of starvation? Why 
is it that we have to provide sustenance through govern¬ 
mental and charitable agencies in order to keep people 
from starving? IT WOULD APPEAR FROM THESE 
FACTS THAT OUR SYSTEM HAS FAILED ADE¬ 
QUATELY TO PROVIDE THE PEOPLE WITH 
WHAT THEY REQUIRE, AND THAT WE MUST 
GIVE SOME CONSIDERATION TO THAT PROB¬ 
LEM IF WE ARE TO AVOID DISASTER.” 

(Hansard, p. 1949) 

* 

Miss Agnes MacPhail supported the motion in 
the following words: 

“But we need a great deal of money to run this country, 
and by taking it from the masses in the form of burden¬ 
some taxation we are simply causing a greater amount 
of unemployment. Therefore it seems to me that it 
would be the part of wisdom — although I know that it 
does not sound sane in this House — TO TAKE OVER 
THIS ACCUMULATED WEALTH FOR THE BENE¬ 
FIT OF THE STATE. Indeed, this would not be a very 
great hardship to our wealthy people, because their wealth 
will not be of much use to them unless somehow or other 
we can get out of the depression. 

“NOT ONLY AM I IN FAVOUR OF INCREASING 
THE INCOME TAX ON THE LARGER INCOMES, 
BUT I AM ALSO IN FAVOUR OF AN INHERITANCE 
TAX. Really I do not see why money should be inherited 
in such vast amounts.” 

(Hansard, pp. 2026, 2067) 

* # * 

Mr. William Irvine, U.F.A. member, concluded 
his supporting speech on a note of lofty idealism: 

“To-morrow we shall rediscover man himself and build 
a civilization worthy of his best. There are deeper wells 










of greatness in human nature than have so far been sus¬ 
pected. Then YOUTH, TOO, IS FOR A NEW SYS¬ 
TEM. The young people of Canada are looking for lead¬ 
ership. They are wise enough to sense the danger of the 
present system, and to appreciate the instability which 
will come from the denying of the necessities of life in 
the midst of abundance. Finally, that great force referred 
to by Schopenhauer, Goethe, and others as the “will to 
live,” has not lost its cunning, nor its creative genius. 
Having brought the race from the slime of incipient life 
to the highest achievements of modern civilization it will 
not now abandon us. It will discover what to do with 
abundance. The real challenge to capitalism does not 
come from communism or socialism, it comes from the will 
to live inherent in humanity. Capitalism must meet this 
challenge of life or perish. Life will not be defeated. 

With such a heritage of power there is no room for 
fear; with such strivings of the vital instincts of the race, 
civilization will and must come through. Our despairs are 
but passing clouds before the vision of the mind. Our 
fears are like the dreams which waken children in the 
night. Such defeats as we fear may come to individuals, 
but the race is born to victory. The great tomorrow is 
like an unborn babe in the womb of time. The suffer¬ 
ings of the moment, which are real and tragic, are the 
pains of birth. THE LIFE OF CIVILIZATIONS, LIKE 
THAT OF THE RACE, MUST FIND ITS SURVIVAL 
IN NEW BIRTH. This truth I put down as the sure 
basis of hope. Beyond the happy scope of myth no 
corpse has ever come to life. Those who expect to re¬ 
suscitate capitalistic civilization, like those who spend 
their time at graves, in readiness to welcome resurrection, 
shall wear forever the dark mantle of despair. NEW 
THOUGHTS, NEW IDEALS, NEW SYSTEMS AND 
NEW HOPES ARE THE NEW-BORN CHILDREN OF 
TO-DAY WHO SHALL BE IN COMMAND TO¬ 
MORROW.” 


(Hansard, pp. 2234, 2224) 
# * 

Mr. King envisages the possibility of a social¬ 
ist government. In protesting against the action 
of the Government in putting on the closure in 
order to stop discussion on the Unemployment and 
Farm Relief Act, Mr. King said: 
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' ^ e are living in troublesome times; we are living 
in an age where conditions are rapidly changing, and it 
is quite conceivable that BEFORE' MANY YEARS 
HAVE ELAPSED we may have sitting on the minister¬ 
ial benches of this Parliament, instead of a Conservative 
government, that is supposed to be the guardian of all 
conservative action, let us say A SOCIALIST ADMIN¬ 
ISTRATION OF AN EXTREME TYPE. Let us assume 
that the ministry of that day, confronted with a period 
of depression, decides to obtain power to secure from 
Parliament, at a single stroke, all that it may wish to 
have for purposes of public expenditure on relief and social 
services of one kind or another, also authority to enact 
whatever laws it desires, quite irrespective of Parliament. 
Where would such a ministry find precedent for such 
action ? It would find it in the methods of hon. gentlemen 
opposite, find it in the action they are taking to-day.” 

(Hansard, pp. 1616, 1617) 

•X- * * 

Mr. C. H. Cahan, Secretary of State, in an 
almost prophetic strain, made a notable utterance: 

,k I have passed the age of threescore years and ten, and 
I appreciate very keenly that my mentality, my preju¬ 
dices and my predilections are born of the times in which 
I have lived and the vicissitudes of my own personal life 
—but I DO NOT LOOK FORWARD WITH ANY FEAR 
OR SHRINKING TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
SOCIALISTIC INSTITUTIONS in this country on a 
proper basis. I recognize that the strain and suffering 
through which we have passed and are passing have al¬ 
ready borne fruit in remedial measures, socialistic in their 
tendencies, and those who are younger than I may well 
look forward to the time WHEN THOSE WHOSE 
VIEWS ARE MORE SOCIALISTIC THAN MINE 
WILL ASSUME THE REINS OF GOVERNMENT IN 
THIS COUNTRY. When they do so they will assume 
the reins with the voice of a great majority of the Can¬ 
adian people as manifested at the polls, they will assume 
office under our parliamentary institutions, not by force 
and violence, not by bullets and bayonets, but by the 
voice of the democracy of this country. In that democracy, 
although I shall not live to see its development, I have 
the strongest possible confidence, and I think it would 
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be a shame indeed if any minority in tins House at any 
future time should attempt to thwart NECESSARY AND 
ESSENTIAL SOCIALISTIC REFORMS by such pro- 
cedure as we have witnessed in this House during the past 
few weeks. 

(Hansard, p. 1634) 
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